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cnl of a. female (queen) ; viewed from above, with prominent but rounded humeral 
angles and a distinct constriction or concavity on each side of the body anterior 
to the insertions of the front pair of wings. 

Described from four females collected at Spanaway, Wash., and 
two females from Tenino, Wash. The females from Tenino are 
similar to those from Spanaway except that they are lighter in color. 

CHRYSIS FTJSCIPENNIS BE., A RECENT ADVENTIVE WASP IN 
WASHINGTON, D. C., FROM THE OLD WORLD 

(HYMKNOPTERA, CHBYSIDIDAB) 

Recent captures of Chryxix (CJiryxix) fvxciprnnix Brulle in Washington, I). C., 
inflicate tliat it is now an established member of the Nearctic fauna. The first 
specimen, a female, was caught alive by T. P. Cassidy in an office of the South 
Building of the Department of Agriculture in downtown Washington on July 
28, .1953. A pair was taken by Miss Hazel Wharton in an office of the same 
building on June 8 and 27, 1956. I captured another female when it Hew into 
an office in the TJ. S. National Museum on June 26, lf!5(i. This species lias a wide 
distribution in the Old World, where it occurs in the eastern half of the Palae- 
iirctic Region, and in the Oriental and Australian .Regions. Several years a.go it 
became established in Hawaii (Pemberton, 1052, 1'roc. Hawaii. Ent. Soc. 34: 3(iO). 

C. fnscipennis has been recorded as a parasite of Jinmcnex conica (.F.) in India, 
(Bingham, 1899. Jour. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 12: 586). No adventive 
cumenino wasps have been captured in Washington, and the. host species of the 
chrysidid in this area are unknown. However, the chrysidid presumably could 
effect its development on any of our native mud-daubers such as (he species of 
Eumencs, Sceliphron, Cha,lyl)ion, or Trypoxylon politum Say. 

C. fit-xviprnnix may lie distinguished readily from any of our native species by 
the following combination of characters: very dark wings; malar space 0.4 
times as long as first segment of antenna.] llagolliim; facial concavity punctate, 
the punctures confluent in transverse rows; anterior ocellus enclosed by a semi- 
circular ridge arising from the straight transverse facial ridge; dorsal length of 
head a little greater than pronotal length; lateral margin of third abdominal ter- 
gum slightly concave or sinuate; and apical teeth of third tergum short and obtuse, 
the median teeth closer to each other than to the lateral teeth. KAKI, V. KKOM- 
BRINV BntomolOffy Research Hmnclt, V. S. department of AffricKltnre, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 



BOOK REVIEW 

DIE WANDERAMEISEN DER NEOTROPISCHEN REGION, by Thomas 
Borgmeier. Studia Entomologica Nr. 3, 7I(i pp., 87 plates, Iil55. Kditora 
Vozes Limitada, Petropolis, R. J., Brax.il. Price $15.00. 

It is fortunate that so difficult a group of ants as this should have been revised 
liy one who is not, only an accomplished myrmecologist but a scholar and editor 
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as well. Legionary ants differ from most ants in that the worker, female .'mil 
male of a species bear little or no resemblance to each other. The female is wing 
less ami somewhat tormitiform in appearance, the male vvasplikc. Since it i.< 
impossible to associate the various castes of a species without collecting them 
from the same colony, the describing of species from a single caste alone lias re- 
sulted in numerous errors of synonymy. In addition to such difficulties, previous 
American workers have been greatly handicapped by the fact that most of the 
types of our legionary ants are in European Museums. Tn revising the group Dr. 
Borgmeier has very conscientiously and patiently attempted to see the type f 
every described form. Fortunately he was able to examine approximately Nd 
percent of the types; those that he did not see were either dstroyed, lost or mis- 
placed. Even with the great amount of synonymy that he was able to accomplish, 
there are at present 140 foims recognized as valid, the names of many of whirli 
rest on a single caste alone! When all the castes of these 140 forms are known 
it would not be surprising if the total number of valid forms is not reduced to I nil. 

Dr. Borgmeier 's revision in owe of the largest and most comprehensive that htis 
ever appeareil on ants and will remain forever as a monument to his endeavours. 
.(Examination will show that he has carefully considered every aspect that an 
excellent revision should include. There are keys for the known castes of all 
forms from subspecies to tribes. A large, number of the forms are fortunately 
figured once or more. The known castes of every form are adequately described 
and the repository of the type stated, I'mler each form there is a statement con 
corning material studied and the general distribution of that form. There art 1 
also remarks on variation and biology. Bibliographical references are nr- 
ranged chronologically in order to cover all important changes in the tnxnnoniir 
status of a form such as synonymy, new combinations, etc. The reader will \v 
especially pleased to note that Br, Borgmeier lias quoted not only the original 
description of each form but the original description of every S3'nonynii/,ed form 
as well! The revision is carefully indexed. I would have preferred, however, to 
list the page number of the text treatment of each form at the proper place in thr 
key rather than in the index at the back of the publication. A statement con- 
cerning the general distribution of a form might be helpful in an appropriate 
place in the key. In addition to the subjects mentioned, tlie revision contains in 
the. general introduction such subjects as methods and techniques, sources of 
material for the study, acknowledgements, relationships and limits of various 
taxononiic categories, status of subspecies and varieties, and a general disciiHsinn 
of systematic^. Any publication, regardless of its excellence, must necessarily con 
tain a certain number of errors. I have especially noted these in reference to 
names of localities and individuals. 

What Horgmeior has accomplished for the taxonomy of the legionary ants. llr. 
T. C. Schucirla has done for their biology, so that either aspect of the group is 
now well known. Their work will form dependable corner stones on which future 
contributions can easily be added. 

The publications of both men should not only lie in the libraries of all myriiic 
cologists but in every department of biology and also in general libraries that CHV 
consideration to biological subjects. MABION R. SMITH, Kxtnmnlniiii Kwnrrli 
Uraiirli, //. iS'. Hi-iiiirtnirnl of Ai/ri/'ull uri', H'uxliitif/lan, l>. ('. 



